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Foreword 
 
 
Faith does not live only inside church walls. From the very 
beginning, Jesus was always on the move. Jesus stepped beyond 
familiar spaces and into real lives. Jesus moved, served, healed, 
saved, listened, challenged, and loved people exactly where they 
were. Again and again, Jesus showed us that faith comes alive 
when it leaves the building. 
 
This devotional marks the beginning of Beyond the Walls: Year 
19, grounded in Jesus’ words from Mark 10:43–45 (NLT): 
“Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of 
everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” These 
words guide us as we reflect on the mission partners who help 
Hopewell live out our faith beyond our walls and on the faithful 
lessons we continue to learn as we serve alongside them. Through 
these partnerships, we see how God is already at work in our 
community, across our country, and around the world, shaping 
lives and shaping us in return. 
 
Each day pairs scripture with the experience of someone from our 
congregation who has served with one of our local, national, or 
international partners. These reflections share what it looks like 
when ordinary people follow Jesus into places of need, hope, 
healing, and growth. They show how service forms our hearts as 
we walk together with others. 
 
Over these past weeks, we have been watching and learning from 
Jesus as he moves into the world with intention and compassion in 
Mark’s gospel. This devotional invites us to keep paying attention 
to where Jesus is still moving and how we are being called to 
follow. 
 
Jesus taught that greatness is found in serving. That servant way 
often looks quiet and steady, shaped by presence, faithfulness, and 
love. It looks like showing up, staying present, and trusting that 
God is at work beyond what we can see. 
 
 



 

  
As you journey through these forty days, we invite you to read 
slowly and reflect prayerfully. Notice the partners and stories that 
stay with you. Pay attention to where your heart is stirred or 
stretched. And listen for how God may be inviting you to take 
your next step in living a faith that follows Jesus beyond the 
walls. 
 
May this season help us see more clearly where Jesus is already 
moving, serving, healing, saving, and calling us to join in. 
 
 
With resurrection hope, 
 
Pastor Amy 
  
 



 

 Theme 1 – Resurrection Shows Up in Real Life 
Big idea: Easter doesn’t stay in church. 
  
 
Day 1 
Scripture: John 20:19–22 
Partner: The Well — Bill Carlson 
  
Reflection prompt: Jesus shows up where people feel afraid and 
unsure. The Well shows up in real places where people need 
support and belonging. When you’ve spent time at The Well, 
what did simply being present make possible? 
  
Hopewell’s mission statement ends with the words, “…transform 
the world around us.” My time at The Well reminds me that 
Hopewell is truly making a difference in our community. 

As I thought about what to write, one thing kept coming to mind: 
the residents living in the apartments upstairs. Over the past few 
years, on nearly every workday at The Well, I would hear kids 
playing and running around. Other times, it was the adults talking 
and laughing. Those sounds reminded me that something 
meaningful was happening, simply because people showed up 
and were present. Because of that presence, space was created for 
life to happen again. 

I thought about how they may have been afraid before, but now 
they are in a safe place created by Hopewell, along with help 
from members of other local churches. Simply being present 
helped make room for that kind of safety, community, and 
belonging. 

For those who might wonder if two apartments can really make a 
difference when the need is so great, I would encourage them to 
read the starfish story. Our work has made a difference to the 
people who have lived, or are currently living, at The Well. 

 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, breathe your peace into our fears and steady 
our hearts today. Amen. 
  



 

Theme 1 – Resurrection Shows Up in Real Life 
Big idea: Easter doesn’t stay in church. 
 
 
Day 2 
Scripture: Matthew 25:35–40 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — Sheri Kentner 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus says feeding people is a way to serve 
him. How did preparing or serving food help you picture the 
faces and lives of the people being fed? 
  

Being a part of the food ministry over the years has 
helped me to appreciate more fully the many blessings 
God has provided for me and our family. Due to health 
and other commitments, I have not been as active in the 
food ministry as I would like to be; however, I have been 
able to help in small ways by providing the ingredients 
that this wonderful team turns into delicious meals. 
 
As I am shopping for the ingredients, I find myself 
thinking about the people who will be enjoying this meal. 
I picture their faces and their lives. For some, this may be 
their only meal of the day. I think about what that moment 
might feel like for them. The hope it may bring, knowing 
that others care and want to share God's love with them. 
 
Jesus said to Peter, “Feed my sheep.” It’s a blessing that 
we have the opportunity, through this ministry, to do that. 
To provide a basic need, and with it, an opportunity to 
share our love for Christ, lived out through caring for our 
neighbors. Even in the small act of providing ingredients, 
I am reminded that we are part of something much bigger. 
 
Prayer: Lord, bless Hopewell’s Food Ministry and the 
many hands who prepare these meals. May they be, for 
those we serve, an opportunity to see God’s love for them. 
Amen. 



 

Theme 1 – Resurrection Shows Up in Real Life 
Big idea: Easter doesn’t stay in church. 
 
 
Day 3 
Scripture: Isaiah 58:6–10 
Partner: Good Works Inc. — Nick Kauffman 
 
Reflection prompt: God cares about repairing what is broken. 
How did working on a home help you understand faith as 
something you do, not just something you believe? 
 
In my view, faith and your moral compass are intertwined. Your 
faith will guide your actions. Following Christ will lead you 
toward what is just and good. The more in tune you are with your 
faith, the more it will be reflected in what you do. 
 
Working on a home helped make that real for me. When 
something is broken, you don’t just notice it. You step in and do 
something about it. You give your time, your effort, and your care 
to help make it whole again. That kind of work reminded me that 
faith is not only something we believe, but something we live out. 
 
This is not to be confused with the “do good in order to get into 
heaven” mentality. Faith will motivate you to do good for the 
sake of good, not for the rewards it will bring. It moves us to care, 
to act, and to be part of restoring what is broken in the world 
around us. 
 
 
Prayer: Jesus, please guide my hands, my mouth, and my heart 
according to your will. Amen. 



 

Theme 1 – Resurrection Shows Up in Real Life 
Big idea: Easter doesn’t stay in church. 
 
 
Day 4 
Scripture: Luke 24:30–35 
Partner: South Africa — Karyn Ross 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus is recognized through shared time and 
relationship. How has building relationships in South Africa 
changed the way you think about helping others? 
 
When I first traveled to South Africa, I thought I was going to 
help. I imagined I would bring resources and provide support 
where it was desperately needed. But somewhere between the 
dusty roads, the humble homes, and the difficult circumstances, I 
realized I was not only bringing hope, I was receiving it. 
 
In the midst of poverty and daily challenges, I witnessed joy. I 
saw generosity from those who had little. I experienced 
hospitality that made me feel like family. What began as service 
became friendship, and what began as helping became shared life. 
 
A friend once told me that I see the world with childlike wonder, 
noticing God in small moments. Perhaps this is where Jesus most 
often reveals Himself, not in dramatic miracles or grand gestures, 
but in shared meals, hands held, and laughter that breaks through 
hardship, in the quiet strength of someone choosing hope again 
and again. 
 
Jesus is recognized in relationship, in mutual vulnerability, and in 
the dignity of being known. In South Africa, I didn’t simply see 
need, I saw Jesus. He is always there. We only need to slow down 
and look. 
 
Where will you see Jesus today? 
 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me eyes to see you in the small 
moments. Slow my heart, so I do not rush past your presence, and 
give me childlike wonder and an open heart to recognize you not 
only in great works, but in everyday love. Amen. 



 

Theme 1 – Resurrection Shows Up in Real Life 
Big idea: Easter doesn’t stay in church. 
 
 
Day 5 
Scripture: Mark 10:43–45 
Partner: Good Samaritan Services — Davis Murray 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus says greatness looks like serving. What 
have you learned about humility, patience, or strength through 
your time with Good Samaritan Services? 
 
Every Christmas and Easter, my family and I have the opportunity 
to shop for holiday gifts for kids who are part of Good Samaritan 
Services. I like picking out baskets and gifts because Jesus tells us 
to love others. I want other kids to enjoy the holidays as much as I 
do. 
 
Sometimes during those holidays, I feel selfish, thinking about 
what gifts and treats I want. Choosing to shift my focus to helping 
others reminds me of what the holidays are all about! I want to be 
like Jesus and live like Him!  
 
 
Prayer: Dear God, help me be more like you. Make me a servant, 
just like your son, Jesus. Amen. 

 



 

Theme 1 – Resurrection Shows Up in Real Life 
Big idea: Easter doesn’t stay in church. 
 
 
Day 6 
Scripture: Acts 2:42–47 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — Carey Burke 
 
Reflection prompt: The early church shared life and resources 
together. What stands out to you about how faith is lived in 
community at Ebenezer Food Bank? 
 
This passage from Acts 2 shows the beautiful image of believers 
coming together to break bread and live in community. That 
theme moves me, especially knowing how many people in our 
world experience hunger. 
 
A few months ago, I was helping at Ebenezer’s first “pop-up” 
open house, distributing a generous donation from Trader Joe’s. 
There were tables and tables of bread… dinner rolls, sandwich 
bread, sourdough loaves, bagels, and more. When people came 
through the line, I told them they could take as much as they 
wanted. 
 
One woman paused, taking it all in. She picked up a package of 
cheddar brioche rolls and said she would normally never be able 
to afford something so special. In that moment, I saw her 
gratitude and joy. It was humbling and deeply moving. 
 
I loved watching her, and others, get excited about having 
choices. We should always share our best, not just our cast-offs. 
Feeding others in a way that maintains their dignity should 
always be the goal. 
 
 
Prayer: Precious Lord, give all of us this day our daily bread and 
may we actively find ways to share our bread with others who are 
in need. Amen. 



 

Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 7 
Scripture: Philippians 2:5–7 
Partner: The Well — Joe Lisowski 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus chooses humility instead of power. 
How has serving at The Well taught you to slow down, listen, or 
show up differently? 
 
These verses have always been very meaningful to me. Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior, was willing to leave His position of glory and 
take on our human form to serve and to save you and me. I don’t 
think He chooses humility at all. As a God of love, humility is 
simply part of who He is, loving each of us equally and 
unconditionally. 
 
I’ve had the blessing of being part of The Well construction crew 
from the very beginning, when so many Hopewell members 
joyfully came together to clean and remodel the building. I do 
chuckle at the “slow down” part of the question. While the work 
days are full of great fellowship and fun, the projects keep us 
busy. Even so, listening matters, even in the middle of the work. 
It’s not always about doing more, but about paying attention to 
what’s right in front of us. 
 
I am learning to listen more to His voice through all the clutter in 
my head. He’s got some great ideas on how to fix things … 
seriously! 
 
 
Prayer: Jesus, my Lord and Savior, help me to choose humility, 
to hear your voice, and to live in joy because of your love. Amen. 



 

Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 8 
Scripture: Luke 10:33–35 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — Ann-Marie & Hank Barber  
 
Reflection prompt: Love notices and stops to help. When you 
think about this scripture, what does “stopping” look like in the 
way you serve? 
 
Over quite a few years, we have served dinners monthly at Safe 
Harbor, a local homeless shelter. We would arrive at Hopewell, 
load our car with donated food, and drive to West Chester. We 
would serve dinner, clean up the kitchen, and go home. 
 
But we had forgotten some of the things that also happened on 
those evenings. Things that might seem “insignificant,” but really 
aren’t. Simply talking with someone and asking how they’re 
doing, or how their day went. Helping with a resume when asked, 
or offering advice on how to prepare for an interview. Talking 
about their families, sports, or just getting out of the kitchen to 
listen. Praying with them if they wanted. 
 
That’s what “stopping” has come to look like for us. Not just 
completing the task, but taking time to notice people. To pause. 
To be present. 
 
We are reminded that when we volunteer and serve, more usually 
happens than the intended goal. And those moments are not 
insignificant at all. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, may we become more like you in the busyness of 
our lives, to stop and make time to show others they matter and to 
not only care about them, but to love them, no matter what the 
situation. Amen. 



 

Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 9 
Scripture: Micah 6:8 
Partner: Good Works Inc. — Lou Anzalone 
 
Reflection prompt: Faith often looks simple and hands-on. What 
did practical work with Good Works teach you about following 
Jesus? 
 
Volunteering with Good Works gives us the opportunity to follow 
Jesus’ example by serving others and helping those less fortunate 
than ourselves. It allows us to show kindness and respond, in 
small ways, to the injustice around us. 
 
Early on, I had an interesting encounter. I overheard a 
homeowner say we were there working in order to be saved. I 
couldn’t help but chime in that we were there working because 
we are saved. That may not sound very humble, but it was meant 
to make a point, not to brag. 
 
Even the name “Good Works” has made me pause at times. When 
someone asks what I’m doing on a Saturday and I say “good 
works”… well, that doesn’t always sound very humble, does it? 
 
But the people who volunteer with Good Works do so out of 
kindness and a desire to do what is right, while trying to stay 
humble in the process. At the start of each work day, we thank the 
homeowner for the opportunity to serve and ask if we can pray 
for their needs. 
 
This kind of practical, hands-on work has reminded me that 
following Jesus isn’t just something we believe. It’s something 
we do. 
 
 

 Prayer: Lord, thank you for Good Works and you for the 
opportunity to serve and love others. Amen. 



 

Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 10 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35–38 
Partner: Good Samaritan Services — Reid Bainbridge 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus sees people who are worn down and 
responds with care. How did hearing someone’s story reshape 
your assumptions? 
 
I like making Easter baskets for Good Samaritan Services because 
it’s fun. I like helping out. I like to get fun surprises, so I think the 
kids at Good Samaritan would also like them! 
 
We always pick tags of kids my age, so I get to choose things I 
think they would like. It makes me think about what their lives 
might be like and what would make them feel happy and cared 
for. 
 
I hope the presents we pick make their Easter more fun and help 
them know someone is thinking about them. 
 
 
Prayer: God, please let the kids who receive these baskets know 
that they are cared for. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 11 
Scripture: Proverbs 22:6 
Partner: The Well — Norm Long 
 
Reflection prompt: Helping children grow takes time and 
commitment. What moment with a child or student reminded you 
why long-term support matters? 
 
Are there times when you feel like you’re not getting through? 
When working with youth, we often wonder, “Why don’t they get 
it?” Sometimes the struggle isn’t them, but how we’re 
communicating. We need to remember that everyone learns 
differently, and part of our role is finding the approach that works 
for each child. 
 
That takes time, patience, and a caring attitude. It’s not always 
easy, especially when we fall back on the way we learned. We 
can become frustrated, and so can they. Sometimes we even have 
to let them struggle, trip, and fall so they can learn from their 
mistakes. 
 
I worked with a student who didn’t want help, but I stayed 
patient. Then one day, they said, “I need help now.” That moment 
reminded me why long-term support matters. Being there, even 
when it feels like nothing is happening, is what makes the 
difference. 
 
Trust that God will lead you in the right way to teach. And when 
it finally clicks, you will know they got it. 
 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the patience to know 
when to wait. We ask for the strength and wisdom to pick up one 
who has fallen no matter what the cause. Amen. 



 

Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 12 
Scripture: Romans 12:15 
Partner: Disaster Relief — Debbie Robinson 
 
Reflection prompt: God calls us to sit with people in pain and 
hope. Who did you meet during disaster relief, and what did 
listening teach you? 
 
In July of 2006, George and I helped lead Hopewell’s Long Term 
Youth Mission Trip to the Gulf Coast of Mississippi, where the 
area had been devastated by Hurricane Katrina. We met many 
people who were deeply affected by the storm. 
 
Cathy and Ron opened their home to our group and shared their 
story. The first floor of their relatively new house had been 
destroyed by floodwaters. They spoke about the difficult decision 
to evacuate, and the heartbreak of seeing their home when they 
returned. 
 
They also told us about the daily meals provided by The 
Salvation Army, which gave them hope to carry on during the 
long process of rebuilding. And they shared how volunteer 
groups, like ours, helped restore hope to the community. 
 
Listening to their story taught us the importance of simply being 
present with people in their pain and hope. We were humbled to 
be part of that, serving as God’s hands and feet in the work of 
rebuilding. 
 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, please restore lives and homes of those 
affected by natural disasters. Amen. 



 

 
Theme 2 – Learning a Different Way to Lead 
Big idea: Following Jesus reshapes how we define greatness. 
 
 
Day 13 
Scripture: Psalm 146:5–9 
Partner: South Africa – Glenn Lesher 
 
Reflection prompt: God is close to children and families who are 
struggling. What story from South Africa has stayed with you, 
and why? 
 
The feeling that has stayed with me is how giving and caring the 
people are. I did not expect something as simple as free coffee at 
church when others were paying. There was not a time on the trip 
when I did not feel welcome. 
 
I remember hearing someone say, “I have two sets of bed sheets 
and a washing machine. I can give one set away.” That kind of 
generosity stayed with me. It showed me how God is present with 
people who are struggling, through the way they care for one 
another and share what they have. 
 
While we were there, someone made a bracelet that said, “Dance 
inside me God.” It made me think of being a child on a 
playground, looking up at God and saying, “Daddy, watch me.” 
That feeling has stayed with me because it reminds me that God 
is close to children and families, even when life is hard, and 
invites us to trust like a child. 
 
So today, I want to say to God, “Daddy, what are we doing 
today?” 
 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, as we approach this day, help us to seek your 
guidance and be encouraging to those we meet today. May your 
everlasting love reside in our hearts. Amen. 



 

Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 14 
Scripture: Genesis 1:27 
Partner: The Well — Jan Nash 
 
Reflection prompt: Every person is made in God’s image. How 
has serving at The Well helped you see God’s image in someone 
you might have overlooked? 
 
Being part of the ESL ministry at The Well as a teacher is one of 
the ways I get to live out my faith in a very practical way. It’s 
more than teaching English. It’s about showing Christ’s love 
through patience, encouragement, and creating a place where 
people feel welcomed and valued. 
 
What keeps me coming back is seeing students grow in 
confidence and realizing how much courage it takes for them to 
show up and keep trying. It has helped me see God’s image in 
people I might have overlooked at first, especially in their 
perseverance and strength. 
 
Their determination challenges me and reminds me to trust God 
more, serve more humbly, and love people the way He does. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, open my eyes to see your image in every person I 
serve at The Well, especially those I might otherwise overlook; 
and shape my heart to love them as you do. Amen. 



 

Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 15 
Scripture: Luke 19:1–10 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — The Hoynak Family 
 
Reflection prompt: Sharing a meal creates space for connection. 
When have you seen hospitality open a door to relationship? 
 
The resounding response in our family when asked this prompt 
was dinners. Whether with family, friends, or even strangers, 
sharing or preparing a meal or snack together often leads to good 
conversation, laughter, and kindness. 
 
We’ve seen how something as simple as inviting someone to the 
table can open the door to connection. Sitting down together 
creates space to slow down, listen, and get to know one another in 
a deeper way. 
 
As Anders put it, “It truly feels good to be kind,” especially when 
sharing with others. Not just our food, but our time and space. 
 
 
Prayer: Dear God, we pray that with each meal you help us to 
grow in our kindness and hospitality with the hope of growing 
our relationships with others and, in turn, with you. Amen. 
 
 



 

 
Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 16 
Scripture: James 2:14–16 
Partner: Good Works Inc. — Bruce Corbett 
 
Reflection prompt: Faith becomes real when it leads to action. 
What action made your faith feel more real? 
 
Hopewell’s Beyond the Walls ministries do a tremendous job 
feeding, clothing, and sheltering our neighbors in need. Good 
Works, in particular, has a guiding principle to keep folks 
“warmer, safer, and drier.” Countless people need our help. 
 
My challenge is obedience, saying “yes” to God’s call, showing 
up, and following through. On Good Works days, unlike most 
others, I set an alarm. I make time to get to the work site. I listen, 
learn, and do. I come home good tired and good sore. It would be 
easier to stay on the couch. Later, I’d regret the opportunity 
missed, the time wasted, the friends not met, and the blessings 
lost. 
 
We’re fortunate to have so many opportunities at Hopewell to put 
our faith into action with humility and gratitude for Christ’s 
redeeming sacrifice. His Holy Spirit teaches, guides, and 
encourages us. My faith grows and matures when I get up, get 
out, and walk with Jesus. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your 
name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things. 
(Isaiah 25:1) Amen. 



 

Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 17 
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1–4 
Partner: Good Samaritan Services — Mindy Kring 
 
Reflection prompt: God’s work includes restoring dignity. 
Where have you seen hope begin to grow through this ministry? 
 
Hopewell’s Beyond the Walls ministry partners locally with 
Good Samaritan Services to help address homelessness and 
poverty, supporting our neighbors as they move from housing 
crisis toward lasting stability. Through a compassionate and 
personal approach, Good Sam helps restore a sense of security 
and dignity to those experiencing homelessness, those facing the 
loss of their home, and those living anywhere in between. 
 
Hope begins to grow as men, women, and families find stability 
and a renewed sense of purpose. In their own words, Good Sam 
has given them hope, life, and independence, helping them save 
money, get back on their feet, and return to the community where 
they belong. You can see that hope taking root as lives begin to 
change. 
 
I thank God for Good Sam and for the team who so faithfully 
walk alongside and uplift those who turn to them. 
 
  
Prayer:  God, I thank you for the men and women of Good 
Samaritan Services who provide shelter, food, counseling, and a 
“restart” for those who find themselves in need. I also thank you 
for the intention of the Beyond the Walls ministry, which helps to 
restore dignity and hope in our community. Continue to bless 
Good Sam as they respond to homelessness with bold 
compassion, and bless all the participants as they receive what is 
needed to move forward. Amen. 



 

Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 18 
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11–14 
Partner: South Africa — Lisa Cameron 
 
Reflection prompt: Hope often grows slowly. How has patience 
shaped your experience with this ministry? 
 
Hope, for me, has not been sudden or dramatic. It has grown 
quietly over time, through patience and trust. My experiences in 
South Africa have taught me that God’s promises often unfold 
slowly, in ways we don’t immediately understand. 
 
Going to South Africa, more than once, has been an incredible 
gift. What stayed with me most wasn’t just the beauty or the 
impact, but seeing how God was already at work long before I 
arrived and would continue long after I left. There were moments 
when I wanted to see immediate change, but instead I learned to 
be present, to listen, and to trust that planting seeds matters. I saw 
hope beginning to grow in the small, steady ways people cared 
for one another and kept showing up. 
 
Patience shaped my experience by helping me let go of control 
and lean into God’s timing. It reminded me that hope is not 
always loud or visible. It can be steady, faithful, and deeply 
rooted. Like Jeremiah 29 reminds us, God’s plans are unfolding, 
even when we can’t see the full picture. 
 
And that kind of hope lasts. 
 
 
Prayer: Thank you, God, for the gift of hope. Help us to be still, 
to remain patient, and to trust as your plans unfold around us. 
Amen. 
 



 

Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 19 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4–7 
Partner: Haiti — Darlene Alleger 
 
Reflection prompt: Different gifts work together for a shared 
purpose. What gift did you bring, and what gift did you receive? 
 
As a member of the Haiti Team, I feel that each of us brings 
unique gifts that work together for a shared purpose. I feel that 
my gift is my love for the children and my passion for their 
education. I want them to know that God is at the center of their 
lives and that their faith can guide them, even in a world that can 
sometimes feel unsafe. 
 
Through my time with them, I have seen how important it is to 
invest in their growth, not just academically, but spiritually and 
emotionally as well. I try to encourage them, support them, and 
remind them that they are loved and valued. 
 
In return, I receive hope. I see their resilience, their joy, and their 
desire to learn and grow. That gives me hope that they will 
continue to build lives that are centered in Christ and filled with 
strength and purpose. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, we offer the spiritual gifts and graces you have 
given to the Haiti Team. Use them to bring hope and 
encouragement to the Haitian people. Amen.   



 

Theme 3 – Seeing People Clearly 
Big idea: Ministry is about people, not projects. 
 
 
Day 20 
Scripture: Psalm 127:1–2 
Partner: Disaster Relief — Lexi Burnley 
 
Reflection prompt: Rebuilding requires trust in God, not just 
effort. What surprised you while rebuilding alongside someone? 
 
I have seen people in my life lose their faith, and then come back 
to God. Walking alongside them, I saw them begin to trust in God 
again and grow in their faith. As they worked to rebuild their 
lives, I saw how much strength and courage that took. 
 
What surprised me was realizing that God had been there the 
whole time, patiently waiting and walking beside them, and 
beside me too. Even when it didn’t seem like anything was 
changing, God was still at work. It reminded me that rebuilding 
isn’t just about our effort, but about trusting that God is always 
present. 
 
 
Prayer: God, I pray that you guide and strengthen these amazing 
people before us. Bless their hearts and souls, and help them 
continue to trust in you. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Theme 4 – Hope That Takes Time 
Big idea: Faithfulness matters more than speed. 
 
Day 21 
Scripture: Galatians 6:9 
Partner: The Well — Marty Schmidt 
 
Reflection prompt: Faithfulness matters when progress feels 
slow. What helps you keep showing up? 
 
Serving at The Well is always a joy. But sometimes it’s hard to 
keep going when you don’t see results. With kids, you keep 
showing up and serving faithfully, but you don’t always know if 
you’re making a difference. Often, you never see the results, even 
after your time with them is over. 
 
Helping with homework, listening, calming, and being a steady 
presence for children coming from stressful homes can feel like 
pouring into a cup that never stays full. But Paul reminds us that 
doing good is like planting seeds. Farmers don’t plant in the 
morning and harvest by lunch. 
 
In the same way, obedience matters even when we can’t see what 
God is doing. God promises a harvest “at the proper time.” Not 
our time, but His, and His timing is always wise. 
 
The encouragement is simple: don’t quit. Ask the Lord for new 
strength. Your labor in Him is not wasted. Keep sowing, because 
God never forgets faithful hearts. 
 
 
Prayer: Father, as we faithfully show up for these children, 
strengthen our hearts with your promise from Galatians 6:9. 
Guard us from discouragement, renew our strength, and help us 
trust that you are working through our small acts of love to 
produce a lasting harvest in their lives. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 4 – Hope That Takes Time 
Big idea: Faithfulness matters more than speed. 
 
 
Day 22 
Scripture: Hebrews 10:23–25 
Partner: South Africa — Cammy Brantzeg 
 
Reflection prompt: Community helps us hold on to hope. How 
has community shaped this partnership? 
 
The work being done in South Africa is hard and often 
heartbreaking, yet it is also filled with stories of hope and 
miracles that can only come from God. The beauty of community 
is the love and encouragement we share with one another. In 
community, we are reminded of hope, even when the hard and 
heartbreaking moments surround us. 
 
What does community with South Africa look like? It looks like 
prayers being lifted around the world; Hopewell supporting a 
local missionary, Cornel de Beer, as she serves as God’s hands 
and feet each day; homes built by mission teams for Mosaic 
families caring for orphans and vulnerable children; Christmas 
ornaments made by Ma’s for Wellington preschool children for 
Hopewell Christian Preschool families; and the New Life Rock 
Stars forming a meaningful bond with their Avodah friends. 
 
Through these connections, we help one another hold on to hope. 
Together, over the past 20 years, we have formed a beautiful 
community that trusts God, encourages one another, and shares 
Christ’s love in tangible ways. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, open our eyes to see those in our community who 
need the light of hope, and help us also receive that hope from 
others when our own lives feel heavy. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 4 – Hope That Takes Time 
Big idea: Faithfulness matters more than speed. 
 
 
Day 23 
Scripture: Luke 16:10 
Partner: The Well — George Robinson 
 
Reflection prompt: Faithfulness in small things matters. How 
have small acts made a difference? 
 
Early in 2017, Hopewell purchased a former funeral home at 107 
W. Lancaster Ave. in Downingtown, with a vision to better serve 
the community. I was asked to help organize the clean-out of 
what is now known as The Well. Over Memorial Day weekend, 
more than 50 volunteers filled a 30-yard dumpster with unneeded 
items from the building. 
 
After that weekend, I was humbled to be asked to join The Well 
restoration team. It has been a pleasure to serve alongside many 
willing volunteers from Hopewell and the surrounding 
community. 
 
Looking back, it wasn’t one big moment that made the difference. 
It was the many small acts, each hour of volunteer time, each task 
completed, each person showing up. Those faithful, small efforts, 
offered again and again, have helped make The Well what it is 
today. 
 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for all that have contributed their 
time, talents and resources to transform The Well into a 
welcoming place that can serve your people. Amen. 
 
 



 

Theme 4 – Hope That Takes Time 
Big idea: Faithfulness matters more than speed. 
 
 
Day 24 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:31 
Partner: Good Samaritan Services — Evan Coates 
 
Reflection prompt: Strength grows over time. Where have you 
seen steady strength develop? 
 
Our Children’s and Family Ministry shares the good news of 
Jesus through compassion, care, and generosity toward those in 
need in our community. Each year, as we walk through the doors 
of Hopewell during Advent or Lent, we look forward to choosing 
a tag from the Christmas or Easter tree. 
 
According to my daughter, Teagan, “It’s a nice way for us to help 
other people in Downingtown and Coatesville. Once we take a 
tag, we get to shop for their Easter basket, and it’s fun to pick out 
things you know someone your age would like. The tag gives you 
ideas about them, and we imagine how they will feel opening it. It 
feels really nice to know you’re helping someone else.” 
 
Over time, I have seen a steady strength grow in our children and 
families through these simple acts of giving. What begins as 
something fun becomes a deeper understanding of compassion, 
generosity, and God’s love. 
 
How special and true are these reflections of God’s love, working 
through our families and children here at Hopewell. May God 
continue to use each of us to share His light with the world and to 
live as examples of the trust, care, and comfort that come from a 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
 
Prayer: Loving God, thank you for the gift of generous hearts. 
Continue to grow in us a steady strength to love, serve, and care 
for others. Amen. 
 
 



 

Theme 4 – Hope That Takes Time 
Big idea: Faithfulness matters more than speed. 
 
 
Day 25 
Scripture: Matthew 13:31–32 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — Patti Cloetingh 
 
Reflection prompt: Small things can grow into something mean-
ingful. How have you seen that happen? 
 
Like the tiny mustard seed, it started with a short voicemail. The 
message was a simple request to prepare and deliver a meal for a 
family facing cancer. Although I was a busy young mom, I felt 
God tugging at my heart. It seemed like a small thing, and I had 
to go to the store anyway. I also enjoy cooking. 
 
But that small willingness to help grew into something more. It 
became a love for sharing my gifts through Hopewell’s Food 
Ministry. Whether preparing a meal for someone in need, deliver-
ing dinners to local shelters, collecting food during food drives, 
helping at a food pantry, or serving during Coffee Fellowship or a 
funeral luncheon, there is always a need. 
 
What began as one simple “yes” has grown into a meaningful 
way to serve. The opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
by sharing a meal are endless. By giving, we receive abundantly, 
and it often starts with a small seed. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill my heart with your Spirit to serve with 
compassion, humility, kindness, and a cheerful heart, and to share 
generously in love as your faithful servant. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Theme 4 – Hope That Takes Time 
Big idea: Faithfulness matters more than speed. 
 
 
Day 26 
Scripture: Romans 8:18–25 
Partner: Haiti — Dawn Barringer 
 
Reflection prompt: Hope can exist even in hardship. Where have 
you seen hope hold on? 
 
I believe there is no better example of hope in hardship than in the 
beautiful country of Haiti and in the lives of our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ who face unimaginable challenges each day. 
Through the anguish that exists there, hope remains, is nurtured, 
and continues to grow. 
 
Having been welcomed into the community of Leveque, I have 
witnessed a deep and abiding hope in residents, teachers, leaders, 
children, and families. They choose to praise God in anticipation 
of what is to come, not based on the grueling and exhausting situ-
ations they face daily. 
 
The spirit and care shown by our Haitian friends is awe-inspiring. 
Many of us will never experience the depths of hardship they en-
dure, yet they CHOOSE HOPE and live it out through praise and 
thanksgiving for their lives now and for the life to come with our 
Lord. 
 
Our family in Haiti has become a shining example of living for 
today while hoping for tomorrow. They shine that light brightly, 
and we can learn from their example in our own lives. In Haiti, 
hope holds on. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, we pray that your hope would guide our lives and 
strengthen our trust in the glory to come. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 5 – Serving Together 
Big idea: We don’t do this alone. 
 
 
Day 27 
Scripture: Galatians 6:2 
Partner: Disaster Relief — Cate Ahlborn 
 
Reflection prompt: We are called to carry burdens together. 
What did sharing the load teach you? 
 
In Ohio, after squatters burned down her house, Debbie, the 
homeowner, told us God was taking care of her because He had 
given her us. That sentence has stayed with me. Sharing the load 
taught me that carrying burdens together is one way God 
provides. We were just doing work with our hands, but to her it 
meant she wasn’t alone. I learned that sometimes the most 
powerful thing you can offer is your presence and effort. 
 
In North Carolina, when a homeowner had a medical emergency 
and still said he trusted us to care for his property, I understood 
that sharing the load creates trust. It makes responsibility real. 
When someone hands you something that matters to them, you 
step up differently. Carrying burdens together taught me that faith 
isn’t abstract. It shows up in the work, in trust, and in staying 
when things get hard. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, help me be faithful in carrying the burdens you 
place before me, and grateful when others help carry mine. Amen. 
 
 



 

Theme 5 – Serving Together 
Big idea: We don’t do this alone. 
 
 
Day 28 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12–13 
Partner: South Africa — Dick Pry 
 
Reflection prompt: We belong to one body. How has this 
partnership shaped how you see the church? 
 
Yes, there are many different people in this world—different 
races, levels of wealth, cultures, and education. But if we follow 
Jesus, we know that all are created equal in God’s eyes. 
 
Having been to South Africa with Mosaic many times, I have 
seen this firsthand. Though the people we work with there may 
have fewer material resources, they are not lacking in spiritual 
strength. They know their Lord is Jesus, and they follow Him 
regardless of their circumstances. It helped me see God’s image 
in people I might have overlooked at first, especially in their faith, 
love, and strength. 
 
Mosaic volunteers are often more privileged than those we serve, 
yet we know God loves them just as much. Many of us have 
simply had more opportunities in life. Still, the people in the 
Mosaic communities love their children, love their neighbors, and 
love Jesus, just as we do. 
 
To be a complete body, you need all the different parts. In the 
same way, God’s creation is stronger and more whole when 
people from every place and background are united in love. 
 
 
Prayer: God, help us remember that each of us is needed as part 
of the body of Christ. Keep us mindful of your love for all people. 
Amen. 
 



 

Theme 5 – Serving Together 
Big idea: We don’t do this alone. 
 
 
Day 29 
Scripture: Matthew 5:14–16 
Partner: The Well — Cynthia Lyman 
 
Reflection prompt: Light shows up in hard places. Where have 

you seen light through this ministry? 

When someone is far from home, in a strange and unfamiliar 
place, darkness can creep in, bringing fear and uncertainty. At 
The Well, we offer light to those facing that darkness, especially 
in recent months with the upheaval in the immigrant community. 
 
To our new neighbors, we offer a sense of community and 
security through learning English, helping them become part of 
their new surroundings. But language is only one part of our ESL 
program. Even more important are the friendships formed 
between tutors and students, and among the students themselves. 
 
In those relationships, I have seen light break through. We 
become the hands and feet of Christ, opening doors to new 
possibilities and a hopeful future. We help remind our students 
that they are not alone, that they have a place here, and that they 
can grow and raise their families in safety and belonging. 
 
If we are to be the light of the world, as Jesus calls us to be, it is 
both our responsibility and our privilege to shine that light for 
those who need hope. 
 
 
Prayer: Loving Lord, order our steps as we walk in your light. 
Help us shine hope in the darkness for those who need your love 
and support. Amen. 
 
 



 

Theme 5 – Serving Together 
Big idea: We don’t do this alone. 
 
 
Day 30 
Scripture: Luke 12:15 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — Michelle Myers 
 
Reflection prompt: Serving can change what we value. How has 
this ministry shifted what matters most to you? 
 
Serving has shifted my definition of success.  
 
Historically, success meant grades, jobs, promotions, and the 
stability those things provide. I still believe those things matter, 
and that God desires good for us. But serving has widened my 
understanding of success. It has increased my appreciation for 
what I have and reduced my focus on wanting more. Helping 
others has helped me feel successful in a different way. I thought 
I was showing up to give, but I’ve realized I’m the one receiving 
the blessing. 
 
I used to think success meant solving problems completely, fixing 
what’s broken, and setting things right. Serving has shown me I 
can’t fix everything, but I can still make a difference. Despair 
isn’t an option. One meal at a time, we can bring hope and be a 
blessing. 
 
And it has been a real joy to learn from and serve alongside 
Karl’s posse on Monday afternoons. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, help me focus on serving in your world and to be a 
blessing, one hungry stomach at a time. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 5 – Serving Together 
Big idea: We don’t do this alone. 
 
 
Day 31 
Scripture: Isaiah 32:17–18 
Partner: Good Works Inc.— Jim Kreher 
 
Reflection prompt: Restoration brings peace. Where have you 
seen peace take root? 
 
With her walker, Millie is barely ambulatory. Paul is her 74-year-
old son. When Hopewell’s Good Works Team first met them last 
winter, the floor of their mobile home rose and fell every few 
feet, a series of peaks and troughs with each step. Underneath, 
time and animals had destroyed the insulation, exposing the 
subfloor to moisture and weakening it. Plywood planks laid over 
the carpet tried to bridge the worst areas. The heating system was 
just as compromised. The furnace ran constantly, with space 
heaters trying to make up the difference. 
 
Since then, the subfloor has been replaced throughout the house. 
New flooring has been installed. Insulation and a vapor barrier 
now protect the underside, and repaired ductwork has eliminated 
the need for space heaters. 
 
On our February workday, Millie — still barely ambulatory — 
was able to move safely through her home. She and Paul sat 
comfortably in shirt sleeves. Paul told me, “Our world has been 
transformed.” 
 
In that moment, I saw peace take root. The promise of Isaiah 
32:17–18 had come to life, as restoration bore its fruit in 
quietness, safety, and a secure place to dwell. 
 
 
Prayer: Prince of Peace, make us instruments of your restoring 
work, that through our hands your righteousness may bring 
safety, dignity, and lasting peace to those we serve. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 5 – Serving Together 
Big idea: We don’t do this alone. 
 
 
Day 32 
Scripture: Hebrews 6:10 
Partner: Disaster Relief — Bob Wiehler 
 
Reflection prompt: God notices faithful work. How have you 
seen that faithfulness matter? 
 
I didn’t grow up around mission trips. I went to church every 
Sunday and more, but that wasn’t part of our experience. When I 
came to Hopewell, I served on short-term trips for several years, 
but never felt drawn to disaster relief. Then Katrina hit, and I felt 
called. 
 
Arriving in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, what we saw in the news 
couldn’t begin to describe the devastation. The community could 
have given up, but people are resilient. We worked on demolition 
and construction, and at each site we talked with homeowners. 
 
Every one of them said the same thing: if it hadn’t been for 
church groups showing up, it would have taken a decade or more 
to recover. That’s when I saw how faithfulness matters. People 
stepping out in faith, doing small, steady work, chipped away at a 
task that felt impossible. 
 
I’ll always remember the sign on the beach: “Don’t tell me how 
big the storm was. Let me show you how big God is.” 
 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, give us the faith to act when we face what feels 
overwhelming. Strengthen us so that in all we do, we may lift up 
your name. In Christ’s name, Amen. 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 33 
Scripture: Mark 9:35 
Partner: Good Samaritan Services — Kimber Titus 
 
Reflection prompt: True greatness is found in serving. What has 
this ministry taught you about greatness? 
 
In Mark 9:35, Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be first must take 
last place and be the servant of everyone else.” The Bible defines 
greatness as humility and serving others for God’s glory. 
 
Through Good Samaritan Services, I have seen what that kind of 
greatness looks like. Their mission is to respond to homelessness 
and poverty by empowering neighbors to move from crisis to 
stability. Greatness is not about rising above others, but about 
lifting them up. It is using your God-given strengths to strengthen 
someone else. 
 
Good Sam’s vision is to “see and serve those who might be 
overlooked.” That has taught me that greatness is found in giving 
attention and compassion to those society may ignore. Their 
personalized approach reminds us that there is no single solution. 
It is about meeting people where they are and caring for their 
individual needs. 
 
Most importantly, it is about seeing the person, not the problem. 
Greatness is showing up, listening well, seeing people the way 
God sees them, and believing in someone when they may not 
believe in themselves. 
 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, open our hearts so that we may willingly and 
joyfully serve those you place before us. Help us to see each 
person through your eyes and to lift them up with compassion, 
dignity, and love. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 34 
Scripture: Colossians 3:12–14 
Partner: Good Works Inc. — Dennis Call 
 
Reflection prompt: Compassion shapes how we serve. How has 
compassion guided your actions? 
 
During my college internship with the juvenile justice system, I 
developed compassion for youth who had experienced neglect, 
abuse, and abandonment, and who were struggling without the 
support and resources they needed. Coming from a loving and 
supportive family, it deeply affected me to see young people who 
felt disconnected, lacked a sense of belonging, and believed that 
nothing really mattered. 
 
That compassion became the driving force behind my career in 
adventure therapy, working with youth whose emotional and be-
havioral challenges had separated them from their families. Many 
were resistant to help, often expressing their pain through out-
bursts or aggressive behavior. 
 
Compassion for what these youth had experienced, along with 
gratitude for my own upbringing, guided how I responded. It 
helped me remain patient and persistent, instead of reacting with 
frustration or defeat. It shaped my actions, allowing me to meet 
them with understanding and care. 
 
Compassion, patience, and persistence may seem like ordinary 
traits, but God uses ordinary people and circumstances to do ex-
traordinary things. I have seen that truth over 45 years of service 
and in the lives changed along the way, as I have tried to be an 
extension of His love. 
 
 
Prayer: Dear Father, open my heart so I may have compassion to 
serve those in need, trusting that you will provide what is needed 
to carry out your work. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 35 
Scripture: John 13:14–15 
Partner: The Well — Lily Shapard 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus leads by serving. How has serving 
changed how you lead or live? 
 
Serving has changed my life in so many meaningful ways. It has 
given me greater empathy and a deeper understanding of others. 
Through serving, I have also grown closer to God, as we are all 
called to serve one another. 
 
It has changed how I live by helping me slow down, pay attention 
to the needs around me, and put others first. It reminds me that 
leading is not about being in charge, but about showing care, 
offering support, and being willing to serve wherever I am 
needed. In those moments, I feel closer to God and more aware of 
His presence in everyday life. 
 
 
Prayer: God, I pray you bless everyone with the opportunity to 
serve. And for those who are receiving that service, I pray they 
feel blessed and supported in whatever need brought them there. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 36 
Scripture: Matthew 6:10 
Partner: Haiti — Marti Buller 
 
Reflection prompt: God’s kingdom takes shape in real lives. 
Where have you seen that happening? 
 
Traveling to Haiti in 2018 with a medical team was a dream I had 
long before becoming a nurse, and Hopewell made that dream 
possible. Despite feeling unwell before departure, I was 
determined to go, trusting this trip was God’s will. Shortly after 
arriving, my condition worsened, and I spent several days 
confined to bed. 
 
Seeing the poverty, hunger, and sickness firsthand was 
overwhelming. Yet even more powerful was the faith of the 
Haitian people. Despite their hardships, they radiated God’s love 
and lived with deep trust in His will. In their daily lives, I saw 
God’s kingdom taking shape through their faith, hope, and care 
for one another. 
 
Their hope is rooted in the promise of Christ’s victory over death 
and the assurance of a future kingdom. That experience continues 
to shape my own faith, reminding me to trust God more deeply 
and to see His presence in the lives of others. 
 
Today, I celebrate my Christian faith by reflecting on my spiritual 
identity and giving thanks for Christ, my risen Savior. 
 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who suffered, died, and rose again to defeat death. May each 
believer experience daily spiritual renewal as we identify with 
Christ. We humbly pray that you will be with our fellow believers 
in Haiti and continue to give them hope as they seek your will 
and peace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 37 
Scripture: Revelation 7:9–10 
Partner: South Africa — Lynne Kreher 
 
Reflection prompt: God’s people are beautifully diverse. How 
has worship across cultures expanded your faith? 
 
Worship in South Africa is joyful, uplifting, and deeply engaging. 
Services are vibrant and interactive, often lasting two hours, yet 
the time seems to fly by. Each time I leave, I feel renewed and 
filled with gratitude. 
 
Yet worship there is not limited to Sunday gatherings. 
Throughout my time in South Africa, I have seen faith expressed 
in everyday moments. I have watched women break into songs of 
praise as the Spirit moved them. I have heard children joyfully 
singing about God. Nearly every day, I have had the opportunity 
to pray with and for someone. 
 
These experiences have expanded my faith by showing me new 
ways to worship and connect with God. They remind me that 
even though we may not speak the same language, sing the same 
songs, or share the same life experiences, we serve the same 
faithful God. 
 
It fills my heart with joy to know that I have brothers and sisters 
in Christ all around the world. 
 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, pour out your blessings upon your 
people from every nation and culture. As we lift our voices in 
praise, unite us as one family in Christ and deepen our love for 
you and for one another. Amen. 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 38 
Scripture: Romans 12:1 
Partner: Disaster Relief — Brandon Bishop 
 
Reflection prompt: Offering yourself can be worship. How did 
serving become an act of worship for you? 
 
In Romans 12:1, Paul urges believers to “present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God — this is your true 
worship.” Worship isn’t confined to songs on Sunday; it is 
offering ourselves fully to God. 
 
Serving on Long Term has shown me what that looks like in real 
life. When I step into a damaged home, pick up a hammer, and 
work alongside families facing poverty or disaster, I’m not just 
completing a project. I’m offering my time, energy, and comfort 
to God. The sweat, the sore muscles, the long days — they 
become an altar. 
 
Long Term has taught me that when I give myself fully — hands, 
heart, and strength — I’m not just serving people. I’m worshiping 
God. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, my life is yours. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 39 
Scripture: Matthew 25:40 
Partner: Hopewell Food Ministry — Karl Findeison 
 
Reflection prompt: Jesus meets us in the people we serve. 
Where did you recognize Jesus? 
 
The people we serve may be unknown to us, but they are not 
unknown to Jesus. We prepare meals because, no matter their 
circumstance, they have a need we are able and willing to meet. 
When a person is hungry, it is hard to hear any message. 
 
We pray that the care that goes into each meal is received, 
knowing it was prepared with compassion, kindness, and the love 
of Jesus. We may not always meet those we serve face to face, 
but we meet them in the Spirit. 
 
In those moments, I have come to recognize Jesus, in the hands 
that prepare the food and in the grateful hearts that receive it. 
Serving in this way reminds me that genuine faith is lived out 
through action. 
 
Our regular and intentional acts of love for those who are often 
overlooked continue to shape and encourage our faith journey, as 
we serve Jesus by serving others. 
 
 
Prayer: Lord, may we continue to serve you even as we serve 
others. Amen. 
 
 



 

Theme 6 – Becoming a Servant People 
Big idea: This is who we are becoming. 
 
 
Day 40 
Scripture: Mark 10:43–45 
Partner: All Partners — Audrey Florek 
 
Reflection prompt: Serving is the way of Jesus. How is God 
inviting you to keep living your faith beyond the walls? 
 
Although we are all called to serve others to the best of our 
abilities, some are given more resources and opportunities to do 
so. As Mark reminds us, those who are “first” are called to serve. 
These resources may be physical, financial, or even relational, 
like the ability to guide and encourage others. 
 
Jesus modeled this throughout His life. His constant willingness 
to serve ultimately led Him to the cross for the sake of the world. 
As followers of Christ, we are called to live in that same way, 
carrying our faith beyond the walls of the church and into our 
daily lives. 
 
God is inviting me to recognize where I have been given the 
ability to serve and to use those gifts to care for others. Whether 
through time, resources, or influence, I am called to follow Jesus’ 
example by serving wherever I am. 
 
 
Prayer: God, please help me reflect on where in my life I am best 
able to serve others. Help me use my strengths to better others’ 
lives in imitation of Jesus. Amen. 
 



 

 
Afterword 

 
 
As we conclude this 40-day devotional journey, I want to offer 
my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who helped bring this booklet 
to life. Thank you to each contributor who shared a story, a 
reflection, or a glimpse into how God is moving beyond the 
walls. Your voices have made this devotional meaningful, honest, 
and deeply rooted in real experiences of faith in action. 
 
I am also grateful for the many hands who supported the 
planning, editing, organizing, and assembling of this resource. 
Your behind-the-scenes faithfulness reflects the very heart of 
servant leadership that Jesus calls us to embody. 
 
If these forty days have stirred something in your spirit, I invite 
you to take a next step. Consider signing up to serve with one of 
our local, national, or international partners. Explore 
opportunities that match your gifts, your compassion, or your 
curiosity. If you would like help finding a place to serve or would 
like to be connected with one of our ministry leaders, I would 
love to help. Please email me at maryanne.bishop1@gmail.com. 
 
And if you feel led, your financial support of Beyond the Walls – 
Year 19 helps us continue extending hope, partnership, and 
Christ’s love into real lives and real places. 
 
Thank you for walking this journey with us. May God continue to 
show you where God is already at work, and may you keep 
courageously following beyond the walls. 
 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
Maryanne Bishop ><> 
Chair, Beyond the Walls Team 
 
 


